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82 SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 



OPEN FORUM 

A STUDY IN COMPARATIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

The Secretary is a fairly busy man, he fondly hopes to do also 
some research and to justify his membership in Sigma Xi. Some 
years ago he offered to prepare a catalog and history for the Society. 
Like everything else, it has taken more time than expected and he 
is naturally anxious to close up the business. Many good people, 
including some of his warm friends, have neglected to pay up. The 
printers are dunning him and the debt is growing. He has had a 
clerk send out three notices to all, and again there is mailed a circular 
notice to everyone alike. He made it strong to arouse the dreamers, 
but even a dreamer should see that a printed notice can not be "per- 
sonal." In the experiment antecedent conditions were identical. 
Note the results: Much money for the printer; some comments, 
but how they differ ! 

"With humble apologies." 

"I never signed an order." 

"I regret my forgetfulness." 

"That was a good dunning letter." 

"The mistake is due to poor business methods between you and your 
publishers." 

"Your testy circular * * * is the very first notice * * * and since 
the chances are strongly against the miscarriage of all the alleged 'three 
notices', I suspect they were not sent." 

"It takes a real letter, like the one you sent, to wake up some persons, 
myself included. I can not help confessing I liked your last circular tre- 
mendously." 

"I feel resentful towards it [the letter] inasmuch as I positively have not 
received any notice." 

"I plead guilty to part of your charges. Sometimes we get so busy and 
so full of one thing for a time that a directory of Heaven edited by Gabriel 
would not appeal to us without a few extra notices." 

It is impossible to answer every letter. If you meet the critic, 
please help me explain. I assure you I will never do it again ! 

Henry B. Ward. 



